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OUR LIFE GUIDE: THE QUR’AN
Dear Muslims,
In the verse I have recited, Allah the Almighty states, “Surely this Qur’an guides to what is most upright, and gives good news to the believers—who do good—that they will have a mighty reward.”

In the hadith I have read, the Messenger of Allah (saw) says, “The truest word is the Book of Allah, and best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad.”

Esteemed believers,
Allah, the Merciful and the Compassionate, created humans. He (swt) bestowed them with the blessings of reading and learning. He (swt) fed their minds and hearts with revelation, faith, and moral advices. He (swt) also sent the Prophet Muhammad Mustafa (saw) for people to comprehend Islam thoroughly, and revealed the Holy Qur’an as a life guide.
Honorable Muslims,
The Qur’an is guidance. It is the guide for those who do not want to go astray in the worldly life, who strive for living as commanded by the religion, and those who are pious. The Qur’an is a declaration that explains the names and attributes of Allah (swt) as well as the rulings of our religion. The Qur’an is al-Furqan: it is the Word of Allah that distinguishes right from wrong and enables us to realize the truth. The Qur’an is a remedy and a grace. It is the cure for the suffering hearts; and a drop of water for the dry lands.
Dear believers,
The Qur’an wants us to consider the night and the day, the land and the sea, birth and death as occasions for drawing lessons. It recommends us to draw lessons from ants, bees, spiders and other beings by stating, “And there is certainly a lesson for you in cattle.”
 The Qur’an presents striking examples of incidents experienced by the previous communities. It explains the hardships that the prophets went through and their supplications to Allah in the face of those troubles, and concludes as, “In their stories there is truly a lesson for people of reason.”

Dear brothers and sisters,
Muslims who read the Qur’an will see the matchless struggle of the Prophet Ibrahim, and will once again be happy to have faith in the oneness of Allah. They will take example from the perseverance of the Prophet Musa who endured all the difficulties and sufferings he was inflicted with. They will learn how the Prophet Yusuf protected himself from haram as well as the miracles of Allah that the Prophet Isa displayed to humanity. They will draw lessons from the life of the Prophet Muhammad (saw), which was shaped by revelation, as well as from his morality, which was formed by verses.
Respected Muslims,
Our ancestors dedicated their lives for the sake of keeping the Word of Allah above everything else. They held the Holy Qur’an dear even though they had all the blessings of the world at their disposal. They started their children’s education with the name of Allah and with al-Fatiha (the Opening) of the Book of Allah. They tried to be among those people stated in the first verse of Amanar Rasulu, which we recite every night before going to bed, that reads as, اٰمَنَ الرَّسُولُ بِمَٓا اُنْزِلَ اِلَيْهِ مِنْ رَبِّه۪ وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَۜ “The Messenger firmly believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, and so do the believers.”

Dear Muslims,
We should all keep our relationship with the Qur’an alive and close. While reciting the Holy Qur’an, we should also make efforts to learn the meanings of the verses. We should help our kids not forget what they have learned during summer courses by practicing with them on their skills of recitation and comprehension of the Qur’an. خَيْرُكُمْ مَنْ تَعَلَّمَ الْقُرْآنَ وَعَلَّمَهُ We should draw lessons from and be inspired by the words of our beloved Prophet (saw) who says, “The best of you is the one who learns the Qur’an and teaches it.”
 We should keep in mind that each moment dedicated to learning and teaching the Qur’an is a means for attaining the approval and pleasure of Allah (swt).
I would like to conclude this week’s khutbah by supplicating to Allah for the future generations to not be deprived of the faith and of the Qur’an He (swt) bestowed upon us.
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